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Canada*  s  |2  billion  livestock  industry  received,  a  severe  set  back 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1952  \-n.th  the  diagnosis  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  South  Saskatchevran.    Although  it  has  been  necessary  to  slaughter 
only  1,700  head  as  of  May  15  in  connection  v/ith  the  outbreak,  confused 
marketing  conditions  have  resulted  from  ensuing-  embargoes  on  livestock  and 
meat  shipments  reports  Williaxi  L,  Rodman  of  the  American  Smbassy  in  Ottawa, 

A  hog  surplus,  which  may  total  90  million  pounds  by  late  fall,  is 
flooding  storage  facilities  to  capacity.    The  Canadian  Government  has 
established  a  $26  per  cvrt,  floor  price  for  hogs  and  has  bought  35  m.illion 
pounds  of  canned  pork,  31  million  pounds  of  the  five  basic  cuts,  and  nearly 
15  million  pounds  of  Wiltshire  sides,    No  substantial  outlet  has  been  found 
for  these  purchases.    The  problem  is  compounded  by  an  expected  22  percent 
increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop  this  j'ear, 

•    The  cattle  surplus  in  1952  may  total  up  to  80  mil3.ion  pounds  carcass 
weight.    This  situation  has  been  greatly  relieved  by  a  tripartite  agreement 
between  Canada,  England  and  Nev;  Zealand  whereby  at  least  40  million  pounds 
of  Canadian  beef  will  be  sent  to  England  to  fill  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
1952  United  Kingdom-New  Zealand  meat  contract,    A  corresponding  amount  of 
New  Zealand  meat  vra.J.1  be  nmrketed  in  the  United  States, 


HOGS 


Production  and  Marketing 


Due  to  a  combination  of  factors,  Canada  is  currently  inflicted  with  the 
heaviest  surplus  of  pork  in  many  years.    A  significant  increase  in  production 
coupled  with  the  loss  of  major  expoi-t  markets  have  resuJ.ted  in  a  confused 
m-arket3.ng  picture  and  a  variety  of  government  price  supports. 


The  Canadian  hog  population  has  followed  the  upward  trend  of  porK  prices 
since  IQ^r  On  DecembS  1,  1951,  hog  numbers  on  fams  in  Canada  were  esti^ 
maLd  to\;  6,5  million,  a  20  percent  increase  over  ^^'^  P^7i^^^^^3?^-i6lerw 
increase  was  greater  in  Western  Canada  (29  percent)  tnan 
cent)  where  ajjnost  two-thirds  of  the  hogs  are  grown.    However,  the  upward 
trend  was  general  in  all  provinces. 

As  production  has  climbed,  pork  exports  have  steadily  fallen  off.  In 
1051    the  United  Kin^^doc  did  not  renew  contracts  for  pork  with  Canada  and 
exports  to  that  countrjr  dropped  to  1.8  million  pounds  from  72,3  million 
pounds  in  1950,    Pork  exports  to  the  United  States  were  almost  doubled 
during  this  period  but  amounted  to  only  12,1  million  pounds  in  1951.  With 
the  loss  of  the  British  market,  the  Canadian  government  offered  to  buy- 
Wiltshire  sides  at  sea'ooard  for  ^32,50.    As  the  domestic  price  remained 
above  this  level  throu,^hout  1951,  no  Wiltshire  sides  were  offered  to  the 
Agricultural  Prices  Support  Board,    Underljdng  this  fact  was  the  jump  in 
Canadian  per  capita  consumption  of  pork  for  the  year  to  a  record  66  pounds 
due  to  a  favorable  price  comparison  TO.th  beef.    Early  this  year,  England 
reaffirmed  that  due  to  her  austerity  program  she  \jould  not  be  able  to  buy 
Canadian  bacon  during  1952, 

Canada  was  already  faced  with  a  growing  surplus  of  pork  in  February  when 
the  outbreak  of  foot-and-moath  disease  in  Saskatchewan  eliminated  the  United 
States  market.    In  the  confusion  resulting  from  embargoes  on  livestock  and 
meat  shipments  placed  by  the  Federal,  provincial,  and  the  United  States 
governments,  packing  house  storage  facilities  for  fresh  and  frozen  meats 
became  jammed  beyond  capacity.    Pork  was  and  still  is  the  main  problem..  The 
government  urged  farmers  to  withhold  m.arket  hogs  to  heavier  weights  and,  for 
a  vshort  time,  changed  the  grade  premiums  accordir^gly.    This  soon  began  to 
compound  the  total  v/eight  marketed  and  the  order  was  rescinded,    A  Federal 
floor  price  for  pork  was  instituted  based  on  hogs  selling  for  $26,00  per  cwt, 
at  Toronto.    To  alleviate  the  acute  shortage  of  storage  space  for  fresh  meat, 
the  Agricultural  Prices  Support  Board  was  authorized  to  buy  canned  pork. 
Government  contracts  to  date  for  this  spam-tj^e  product  have  amounted  to 
35  million  pounds.    The  goverranent  has  also  purchased  to  date  this  year  31 
million  pounds  of  the  five  basic  cuts  and  about  15  million  pounds  of  frozen 
Wiltshire  sides.    It  is  believed  that  by  the  end  of  1952  pork  purchased  by 
the  Board  will  total  over  90  million  pounds. 

As  recent  cases  (May  4)  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  have  eliminated  all 
hope  of  the  United  States  embargo  being  lifted  until  at  least  late  fall, 
the  pork  surplus  situation  continues  to  be  serious.    Adding  to  the  problem  is 
the  estimated  22  percent  increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop  this  year  over  the 
same  period  in  1951.    Even  removal  of  the  om.bargo  v;ould  probably  not  ease  the 
situation  as  the  United  States  market  price  for  hogs  is  weLl  below  the  price 
support  in  Canada,    As  will  be  discussed  under  the  foreign  trade  section  of 
this  report,  Great  Britain  may  agree  to  accept  about  ?  million  pomids  of  pork 
from  Canada,    This  is  insignificant  compared  to  the  surplus  and  no  m.arket 
has  been  found  for  the  canned  product.    There  have  been  several  offers  from 
European  markets  for  canned  pork.    As  the  suggested  prices  ranged  down  to 
one-third  below  cost,  the  Canadians  did  not  consider  the  deal. 
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The  inspected  hog  slaughter  for  1951  was  4,483,00?  head  as  compared  vdth 
the  1950  slaughter  of  4,40,';,0^55  head.    This  increase  was  due  to  the  upward 
trend  in  production  caused  bj  the  relatively  high  price  level  for  pork  in 
1S}51,    Although  recent  pork  prices  are  considerably  reduced  from  the  I95I 
l6vel  ,  hogs  must  be  marketed  within  I'ather  narrow  v;eight  limits  and  cannot 
be  held  for  higher  prices.    Thus  during  the  first  quarter  of  1952,  the 
inspected  hog  slaughter  has  shown  a  31,4  percent  increase  over  the  vsame 
period  last  year,    83'-  the  week  ending  April  26,  the  gap  had  widened  to  33»9 
percent.    This  is  basically  a  reflection  of  over-production.    V\fith  a  large 
spring  pig  crop  expected,  the  Canadian  hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  continue 
throughout  the  year  at  above  the  1951  level. 

On  April  P6  this  year,  the  average  price  at  Toronto  for  Grade  A  dressed 
hogs  was  at  the  support  level  of  $26,00  per  cwt,  compared  to  ^32,00.  on  the 
same  date  last  year.    Needless  to  say,  it  is  improbable  that  hog  prices 
will  advance  this  year  from  the  present  low. 

Hog  prices,  re.lative  to  feed  prices,  have  become  less  favorable  than 
last  year.    The  hog~barley  ratio  for  the  week  ending  April  19  vras  16, 4» 
For  January  it  was  14. 6,  for  Febrmry  14.7  and  for  March  it  was  15*4.  The 
average  for  the  year  1951  was  19. 1.    This  ratio  is  the  number  of  bushels  of 
No,  1  feed  barley  required  to  equal  the  value  of  100  pounds  Bl  (live)  hogs, 
both  prices  at  Vii'innipeg,    The  long-time  average  ratio  (1913-1949,  1930 
omitted  due  to  extreme  abnoiir.ality)  was  18,3, 

Canned  meat  production  in  Canada  for  the  first  quarter  of  1952  showed 
an  increase  of  over  five  mijJ.iori  pounds  as  compared  to  the  same  period  in 
1951.    The  largest  gain  waa  in  spiced  ham  and  spiced  pork  (see  Table  2)  due  to 
the  government  purchasing  prograr.  of  thi.s  product.    As  has  been  previously 
reported,  the  Support  Board  has  been  authorized  to  purchase  35  million  pounds 
of  canned  pork  thus  far  this  yea:.-.    It  is  probable  that  an  additional  15  million 
pounds  v/ill  be  bought  by  the  governip.ent  before  December, 

Foreign  Trade 

Canada's  foreign  trade  in  rork  has  been  virtually  elindnated  for  the 
present.    The  lack  of  substantial  orders  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
embargo  placed  by  the  United  States  on  Canadian  livestock  and  meats  due  to  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease  outbreak  leave  aLTiCst  no  outlet  for  the  pork  surplus. 

It  is  possible  that  Canada  will  send  Kngland  up  to  7  million  pounds  of 
pork  later  this  year  undei*  the  three-country  meat  trade.    However,  this  amount 
is  insignific8,nt  in  comparison  with  the  surplus  on  hand.    Needless  to  say, 
Canada  vrill  import,  little  or  no  meat  this  year. 


TABL:^  1:    CM^kdk  -  Kogs:    Inspected  Slaughter,  1935-39  to  1951 


Ave,  Cercass  Weight 
Mimbers  Pounds 


19  35- '39 

3,3^9,000 

■ 

1944 

8',  766, 417 

165  c4 

1945  • 

5,683,729 

163,1 

1946 

4j  253, 5^-1 

163,2 

1947 

4,4^2,341 

160,0 

194S 

4,437,649 

162,0 

1949 

4,093,609 

l64o2 

1950 

4,405,055 

161,9 

1951 

4,48S,0C7  ■ 

l63cl 

January 

1952 

506,066  . 

161.0 

1951   - .  .  • 

401,612 

161.3 

1950       .  . 

362,:8P,7 

1.58„0 

1949 

324, B15 

163.8 

February 

1952 

499,753 

161.7 

1951 

339,615. 

159.6 

1950 

350,749 

158.7 

lolc4 

1949 

■275,977 

March 

1952  . 

446,341 

163<,2 

1^51 

364, 234 

160,2 

1950 

.      •■  447,856 

157.4 

1949 

349,490 

162.1 

January-March 

1952 

1,452,165 

162,0 

1951 

1,105,461 

160,4 

1950 

l,l6l,/432 

158.0 

1^49 

950,179 

162.7 

Source:    D.D.a,  Livestock  and  keat  Trade  Report,  monthly. 
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TABLE  2:    CAMDA  -  Production  of  Canned  Meat 


: January-March 

1.9/..9           3.950           1951       ;  1951  1952 
 ^  ^  Thousand  pounds   

Pork 


Spiced  ham  and 


spiced  pork 

15,650 

17,554 

16,9S6 

4,7a 

10,248 

Roast  pork  and 

ham 

2,o43 

0,  7/'0 

3,133 

0    c  LL 

2,5dc 

3,137 

Sausage 

916 

1,226 

1,400 

260 

331 

Devilled  ham 

210 

316 

482 

82 

90 

Miscellaneous  a/ 

429 

219 

406 

87 

66 

Beef 

Beef  stew 

10,205 

11,045 

12,536 

3,756 

2,985 

Roast  beef 

2,651 

2,426- 

909 

142 

46 

uorneu  oeei 

5oU 

1,671 

oii3 

O/cU 

oca 
<'5J 

Spiced  beef 

1,561 

83^'i. 

336 

85 

Miscellaneous  b/ 

564 

741 

174 

79 

Fowl 

Chickens,  turkey 

etc. 

61? 

1,277 

1,832 

506 

701 

"  paste 

50 

115 

255 

39 

76 

Miscellaneous 

Weiners 

774 

821 

1,287 

277 

135 

Lunch  tongue 

527 

797 

167 

177 

Meat  paste 

3,151 

?.,93Q 

3,591 

974 

1,153 

Meat  lunch. 

220 

536 

92? 
1,603 

56 

198 

Bologna 

2,430 

2,380 

574 

261 

Sundry  oj 

1,572 

7S7 

1,102 

178 

447 

Totsa 

Production  46,416        53,4^^5        54,545       15,431  ^,563 

a7~ir!cludes  bacon,  ham  and  eggs,  pigs'  feet, 
b/  Includes  beef  suet,  sausages, 

c/  ixicludes  cooked  tripe,  veal,  lamb  and  mutton,  blood  sausage  and 
goose  liver. 


Source:    DDS,  Quarterly  Report  on  Processed  Food 
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CAT'T.LS 

Production  and  Karketing; 

Vlien  tiie  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  South  Saskatchewan  -was 
announced  last  February,  it  was  ijrjnediateiy  apparent  that  existing  beef 
ir.arketing  plans  would  be  disrupted.    The  degroe  would  depend  almost  entirely 
on  the  speed  with  vniich  tlie  disease  could  be    eradicated.    A  rigid  quarantine 
area  and  buffer  sone  was  established  surrounding  the  vicinity  of  Regina. 
The  United  States  pieced  a  ban  on  imports  of  Canadian  in.eats  and  livestock. 
Every  available  means  was  used  to  combat  the  disease  and  by  the  Diiddle  of 
March  all  infected  or  contact  ani.mals  had  been  destroj'-ed. 

As  no  new  cases  were  reported  for  the  follomng  six  weeks,  officials 
became  optimistic  that  the  disease  had  been  wiped  out  in  record  time  and 
that  all  embargoes  on  livestock  exports  would  be  removed  by  September, 
Unfortunately,  several  new  cases  of  the  disease  have  been  diagnosed  v/ithin 
the  buffer  zone  during  the  past  three  weeks.    This  has  diminished  the  hope 
of  exports  to  the  United  States  until  late  fall  or  early  1953»    The  disturbing 
fact  remains  that  during  1952  Canada  vrill  produce  up  to  80  million  pounds  of 
beef  over  domestic  needs. 

Cattle  numbers  on  Canadian  farms  as  of  December  1,  1951  were  said  to 
total  nearly  9  mi-llion  head,  an  8  percent  j.acrease  over  1950.    As  the  market 
value  01  cattle  has  dropped  considerably,  and  packing  plants  are  currently 
glutted  with  steers,  farmers  wiLl  probably  retain  the  majority  of  their 
cows  and  heifers.    Barren  cows  are  mi  expense  Vv-ith  no  return,  so  they  v;iLl  be 
bred.    Thus  the  1952  calf -crop,  which  was  on  the  way  before  the  disaster 
struck,  and  the  I953  calf-crop  should  be  at  least  comparable  to  that  of  1951. 

The  inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  in  Canada  for  t>ie  first  calendar 
quarter  of  I952  was  231,8,32  head,  a  10.8  percent  decrease  compared  to  the 
same  quarter  last  year.    The  average  carcass  v,-eight  vfas  505.4  pounds  which 
is  essentially  the  same  as  in  1951.    Inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  to  the 
week  ending  April  26  was,  at  301,010  head,  nearly       percent  below  the  I95I 
level  to  that  date.    This  decrease  in  slaughter  may  be  attributed  mainly  to 
the  chaotic  m:arketing  conditions  resulting  from,  federal,  ]nx)vincial,  and 
United  States  embargoes  on  shipments  of  livestock  and  meats  due  to  the 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    The  I952  calf  slaughter  up  to  April  26 
was  15,0  percent  below  the  amount  on  triat  date  in  1951 

The  Canadian  government  set  a  floor  price  for  domestic  beef  based  on 
25  cents  per  pound  for  "good"  steers  at  Toronto  markets.    In  return,  the 
provinces  agreed  to  lift  all  restrictions  on  inter-provincial  livestock  and 
meat  shipments.    The  programi  to  date  has  not  been  functioning  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  producers.    In  some  instances,  the  packers  have 
alledgedly  bought  beef  at  below  the  support  level,    Manitoba-  still  refuses 
to  accept  western  beef  for  slaughter  although  meat  shipments  across  the 
province  to  the  East  are  noxv  authorized,    VJhile  this  restriction  is  in 
effect,  the  governir.ent  will  not  suprjort  Manitoba  beef,    British  Co3.umbia 


will  accept  only  livestock  for  immediate  slaughter.    Quebec  has  retained 
her  erljargo  laws  but  is  accepting  Ontario  meat  under  inspoction  perrdts. 
The  govermaent  is  currently  buying  only  Alberta  c&rcasses  v/eigjiir.g  600  " 
pounds  or  over,  and  carcasses  from  the  Eastern  prc>vir.c9s  v-eighing  at  least 
700  roiuids, 

Saskatchewan  beef  presents  a  separate  marketing  problem.    None  of  the 
provinces  will  accept  it,  nor  may  any  of  the  beef  to  be  exported  to  England 
(see  Foreign  Trade)*  ori;:inate  in  this  province.    The  Agricultural  Prices 
Support  Board  is  workitig  on  a  plan  to  reopen  the  slau.f^hterin/7  plant  at 
Swift  Current  and  to  hold  cattle  auctions  within  this  area.    The  govermnent 
will  guarantee  to  purchase,  at  the  floor  price,  aLl  cattle  not  otherwise 
sold.    Those  that  cannot  be  slaughtered  im^aediately  are  to  be  put  out  on 
government  pasture-land  in  the  provirice.    It  has  been  pointed  out  that  this 
plan,  if  it  is  put  in'oo  action,  will  be  tentative  until  the  Manitoba  embargo 
is  eased. 

Various  foreign  market  trades  m^j  v;ell  rid  Canada  of  her  1952  beef 
surplus,    iiiigland  has  ^.crr^ed  to  accept  at  least  40  million  pounds  of  Canadian 
beef  as  discussed  below,  which  will  take  care  of  the  l^nmediate  need  for  an 
export  outlet  for  heavy  v;eight  vSteers,    There  are  current  high-level 
discussions  between  the  United  States  ^nd  Canada  regarding  the  possibility 
of  using  Canadian  beef  to  feed  allied  troops  in  foreign  lands.    No  plans 
along  this  lino  have  been  announced  as  yet. 

With  these  prospects  of  eliminating  the  current  surplus,  Canadian 
livestock  producers  may  hold  lig'iter-weight  steers  off  the  market  this  fall 
in  the  hope  that  the  United  States  embargo  will  be  lifted.    Although  beef 
prices  have  dropped  sharply  from  the  1951  level,  the  beef  producer  may  not 
be  as  badly  h\irt  this  year  as  vras  first  feared. 

Foreign  Trade 

The  most  important  recent  develor^nent  in  Canada' s  foreign  trade  in 
beef  is  the  agreement  reached  between  the  governments  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
Nev;  Zealand  and  Canada,    Under  this  plan,  at  T  east  40  rAillion  pounds  of 
Canadian  meat,  mostly  beef,  vnll  be  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
exchange  for  an  equal  amount  of  New  Zealand  beef  whd.ch  is  to  be  diverted  to 
the  United  States,    l^ngland  will  pay  New  Zealand  in  sterling  at  the  current 
contract  rate  of  about  13  cents  a  pound,    Canada  is  to  receive,  in  dollars, 
the  proceeds  from  the  sa.le  of  the  New  Zealand  beef  in  the  United  States, 
Any  profit  der'ived  by  Canada  from  tnese  sales  above  the  United  Kingdom- 
New  Zealand  contract  price  is  to  be  divided  on  an  approximately  equal  basis 
betv/een  Canada  ajtid  Ne^>j  Zealand, 

The  iiov;  Zeais.nd  share  of  this  profit  will  be  used  for  bujdng  sdditional 
meat  in  Canada  v/hich  >/ill  be  shipped  to  the  United  Kirigdom,    The  equivalent 
value  in  sterling  of  this  additional  meat  wil3.  be  paid  to  New  Zealand  by 
jingland  at  the  original  contract  px'ice.    It  has  not  been  detonnined  v^iich 
type  of  meat  or  how  much  \A;ill  be  involved  in  this  supplementaiy  agreem.ent. 


TABL.:C  3:    Cattle  and  Calves:    Inspected  Slaughter,  1935~39  to  1951 


Av,  Gai-casr.  :  ;av.  Carcass 


'IiUTibers      ;    Wt^- pound  3    ;      Nurabers      ;Wt,~  pounds 
Cattle  Calves 


19"  5- '^9 

B73,?64 

^    1  V  ^  ^' ^ **r 

649, 513 

1940 

1,354,104 

502.1 

660,5^6 

IJ.9.2 

19iV5 

1,820,127 

436.0 

781,817 

121. 5 

194G 

1,666,310 

488.4 

752,817 

•  119.8 

194? 

1,;:91,7A5 

486.6 

660,235 

118.1 

].94C 

1,439,^83 

'          i-i- .'  /  • 

787,410 

118.5 

1949 

1,439,439 

478.2 

766,277 

1950 

l,2S4,'^i53 

480^6 

■  773,205 

116.7 

1951 
Janvuirv 

1,149,7^9 

507.0 

5^3,718  ■  • 

121.9 

1952 

91,C50 

501.  B 

23,226 

133.2 

1951 

103,651 

500.1 

134.2 

"  1950 

120,460 

486,4 

135.4 

19/^9 

112,370 

479.0 

141.8 

Febriiarv 

1952 

71,552 

511.3 

22,966 

12o.0 

1951 

77,887 

508  „  9 

25,633 

129.1 

1950 

93,671 

488,6 

32,807 

12/^.4 

19i^9 

91,204 

496,9 

24,513 

123,1 

March 

A'i  1  on 
00,4  "'J 

9U4,J. 

3^>775 

98,3 

1951 

78,391 

502o8 

44,662 

101,9 

1950 

102, 512 

686.9 

71,036 

102,1 

1949 

107,781 

•  493.4 

62,047 

97.9 

Januarv^M&rch 

1952 

231,832 

505.4 

84,967 

3-15.3 

1951 

259,929 

503.6 

99,800 

118.4 

1950 

316,643 

■437.2 

135,030 

115.3 

1949 

311,355 

489.2 

■  111,147 

113.2 

Source:    D.D.a.  Livestock  and  Meat  Trade  Report.,  liionthly. 

This  tripartite  arrangement  is  the  first  succer^siul  effort  to  rid 
Canada ^of  the  niorjiting  beef  surtjlus.    As  the  Canadian  goverriir:ent  is  pajdng 
up  to  $48,60  per  cvrt.  for  frozen  beef  quarters  delivered  at  seaboard  while 
England  is  pajdn;?  Mew  Zealaiid  only  II8.CO  per  cwt..  on  the  sane  basis,  it  is 
obviious  that  Canada  will  taka  a  loss  on  the  trade,'    P-arther,  had  the  Canadian 
T^eat  been  eligible  to,  enter  the  United  States  in  the  fresh  lom,  it  A-oiild 
have  realized  more  than  in  the  frosen  form  required  by  t!ie  English. 

The  United  States  has  been  the  traditional  market  for  Canadian  beef  above 
domestic  demands.    During.  1951,  Canada  exported  to  the  United  estates  the 
equivalent  of  about  400,000  head  of  cattle*,  idth  total  livestock  ana  meat- 
expcrts  being  valued  at  nearly  §130  ;nillion  .'  Since  the  foot-and-riouth  diseas 
outbreak  in  February  of  this  year,  and  the  resulting  United  States  e-barfro, 
there  have  been  no  exports  3outh  of  li-rastock  or  fresh  meats.    The  movement 
of  meat  products  in  the  form  of  canned  or  cured  meats  to  the  United  States  has 
been  greatly  reduced.    There  can  be  no  substantial  exports  to  this  -market 
until  the  disease  nas  been  erradicat^d  and  the  einbargo  r'-^rioved. 
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TABLE  4:  CAII/iDA:    Exports  of  Ifeats 

   ^  ^:       Janaary   -  March 

1950      "  "         1951     ""^1931  1952 


Thou  mnd  pounds 


Bee.L  —  rresn  and  plckj.Gd 

51,506 

91,74s 

9,222 

1,937 

rp„ J,  ,  n 

i  OT, '.J.. 

ci4,>^l 

93,4^'+7 

9,638 

2-,  273 

Pork  -  fresh  and  cured 

1 T  IT 

1,8<37 

1'    T-lT  t 

4,  216 

6,067 

1,5.34 

2,045 

TI    Q  /■ 

±,  4-1 

•50  p 

i  otal 

84, 80? 

21, 842 

J  ,  — "-^ 

5,7C4 

hutton  ana  Lamb 

tic*  \ 

U.b.A, 

.c1,OOD 

2,678 

65 

11 

Total 

.'■.,7ox 

•^i,  .'37 

96 

Canned  Meats 

- 

U.K. 

2 

2 

9 

mm 

T"!    t  r  "T* 

B.W.I. 

121 

99 

19 

Israel 

^^51 

337 

299 

Venezuela 

1,386 

^^1 

2J. 

1 

4 

U.S.A. 

4,979 

1,13^!. 

394 

196 

Total 

S,S?9 

2,286 

384 

^54 

Canned  Hains  a/ 

Venezuela 

434 

115 

•  173 

U.S.A. 

6,5^1 

1.592 

3,^^33 

Total 

7,472 

1.  791 

3,469 

Lard 

B.VJ.I. 

/p. 

•+ 

1 

26 

U.S.A. 

'> 

1 

2 

Total 

126 

S4 

8 

37 

a/  Not  sho^^m  separately  previous  to  1951 
Source:    D.R3  Trade  of  Canada, 


CAMDA:    imports  of  Meats 


1950'  ,  ,'  ,  "  "'1V51     .  _.  .1V51    "     "^952  (  3  Hios.  ) 
 Tlio u sa nd  POb- nd s  ^   

Fork  -  fresh 


U.S.A. 

i5,r^8i 

4,011 

1,659 

Total 

1,666 

15,888 

4,011 

1,659 

Barrelled  in  Brin?: 

U.S.A. 

5,349 

1, 221 

998 

Total 

5,349 

1, 221 

•  998 

Canned  Beef 

Austral  ia 

109 

6,894 

600 

1,065 

iirgi^intina, 

6,/+lV 

^,350 

x,35S 

1,  X/;.8 

Brazil 

426 

930 

618 

34 

Uruguay 

<■)  -  /  .J 

0.!. ,) 

731 

•  198 

Total 

10,262 

18,928 

3,3:17 

2,574 

Other  ~  Gamed 

U.S.A. 

217 

2, 406 

119 

•205 

U.K. 

155 

1,985 

23s 

225 

Australia 

22£^ 

483 

9 

IC^S 

Ar.sentina 

143 

72 

Total 

68? 

5,050 

445 

544 

Lard 

U.S.A. 

13,025 

12,045 

6,373 

222 

Total 

13,031 

12,045 

6,378 

■222 

Source:    DBS  Trade  of  Canada. 
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TABLE  6:    Sheep  and  Lajnbs:    Inspected  Slaughter,  1935-39  to  1951 


:^  Av,  Carcass  V;ieig:ht 

;    Numbers  ;  Pounds 

« 


1935-39 

820,383 

1944 

949,096 

43.0 

1945 

1,169,124 

44.6 

1946 

1,209,545 

46,1 

1947 

895,  U-7 

46.2 

194S 

769,163 

43.9 

1949 

629,673 

45.4 

1950 

521,009 

44.5 

1951 

438,518 

46,7 

January 

24,876 

1952 

47.2 

1951 

27,379 

49.2 

1950 

27,126 

49.7 

1949 

30,946 

46.4 

February 

1952 

21,024 

47.2 

1951 

15,978 

50.2 

1950 

19,602 

48.3 

1949 

24,346 

45.8 

March 

1952 

16,021 

43.9 

1951 

16,630 

49.3 

1950 

13,357 

46.7 

1949 

28,974 

44.6 

January-March 

61,921 

46.3 

1952 

1951 

59,987 

49.5 

1950 

60,085 

49.0 

1949 

84,330 

45.6 

Source:    D.D.A,  Livestock  and  Meat  Trade  Report,  monthly. 


SHEEP  AND  LAl'iBS 


Production  and  Marketing 

The  numbers  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  Canadian  farms  on  December  1,  1951 
shewed  a  3  percent  increase  over  the  same  date  on  the  previous  year  and  were 
estimated  to  be  1,302,000  head.    This  continues  the  slight  upward  trend  of 
the  past  t-wo  years  and  was  most  evident  in  the  Eastern  provinces.  There 
was  a  12  percent  increase  in  Nev;  Brunswick,  a  10  percent  increase  in  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  a  general  5  percent  increase  in  the  East,    This  may  be 
attributed  to  dairy  farmers  becomirjg  discouraged  at  the  dairy  price  prospects 
during  1^50  and-  starting  to  rebuild  their  flocks.    However,  no  gi'eat 
developments  are  expected  in  this  industry  above  present  levels. 

The  inspected  slaughter  of  sheep  and  Ifynbs  decreased  during  1951  as 
farmers  increased  the  size  of  their  flocks.    During  the  first  quarter  of 
1952,  the  inspected  slaughter  rose  by  3.2  percent,  v;hich  is  indicative  of 
the  increase  in  numbers  on  fams. 

Although  there  are  no  official  estimates,  inform.ed  officials  feel  that 
the  spring  lamb  crop  is  probably  above  last  year.    The  June  1  nmibsrs  will 
not  be  available  until  late  this  fall. 

Foreign  Trade 

The  export  of  mutton  and  larch  fvoT.i  Canada  for  the  first  quarter  of  1952 
was  again  greatly  reduced.    Viith  the  elimination  of  the  United  States 
market  for  this  product  due  to  the  livestock  embargo,  exports  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  vjill  be  insignificant. 


Based  on  a  report  by  William  L,  Rodman,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache, 
Am.erican  Enibassy,  Ottawa,  Canada,  ~  _ 


